'THE    ASSAULT                    249
Not his own personal fame but the success of the
whole Expedition was the one and only thing he
had in mind now at the climax as it had been
from the first. Every little act that would con-
tribute towards success was to be done. Every
little act that might foil success was to be shunned.
So now it was to be Mallory and Geoffrey Bruce,
who at the moment seemed to be palpably the
strongest of the climbers, who were to make the
first assault and it was hoped gam the great prize.
They set off from Camp III on June 1st, taking
with them nine of the " Tigers." The weather
was again perfect and they were full of hope. On
their way to the North Col they fixed the rope
ladder on the ice wall below the chimney in the
crevasse so as to make things easier for laden
porters. And on arrival at Camp IV they found
Odell and Irvine already established there prepared
to fulfil the function of supporters, attend to the
comfort of exhausted climbers after an assault,
have warm meals ready, and succour returning
parties of porters.
On June 2nd Mallory and Geoffrey Bruce with
their nine porters set out for the real assault on
the mountain. They hoped to establish Camp V
the first day, Camp VI the second, and be on the
summit the third. And it was not an unreasonable
hope, for the weather conditions remained perfect,
the sky was clear and there were no signs yet of
the monsoon. Alas ! in the Himalaya a bright sun
and a clear sky as a rule mean wind. Between the